CHILE   &   THE   CHILEANS
Dickens in " Martin Chuzzlewit," broke out as soon as the idea of colonisation was talked of. Land sharks sent their agents to the Indian chiefs \\ith cases of brandy, and persuaded them easily to sign away their rights and those of their tribes. The lands thus acquired were sold to emigration agencies in Europe. The emigrants who repurchased them were unaware that much of their property was covered by dense forest and poisonous swamp, and that any lots which had advantages to
summer immense flocks of ?nia!l J.jnJ. utterly destroyed the crop*. TLr clergy disliked having a Protestant population set down amon^ their per.pl, and made themselves unpleasant, Bur the colonists worked steadily \\ith courage, and have thrived misrhtilv fur their pains. One of their activities I, supplying Chile with excellent Ikrht beer. Still farther south from Vaidiu-t there are regions inhabited nlm-Nt entirely by Indians of a primitive type* There is a tribe called the Y
WARM   WINTER   CLOTHING   IN   THE   WEAVING
While her menfolk are hunting the guanacp, that highly-prized little quadruped of the genus to
which the llama belongs, the Araucanian wife is spinning guanaco wool, after which she will dye
it, red being the colour of her first choice, and weave it into material.   The guanaco provides these
Indians with many a warm garment, and their bee-hive huts are carpeted with its soft skin
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recommend them were claimed by several people, in spite of the bargains driven with the Indian chiefs.
When the first emigrants arrived they found no place of settlement. They were in despair. Then a local proprietor gave an example of Chilean generosity and kindness. He parcelled out his estate into lots, and sold them at reasonable prices. Others did the same, the claimants were dealt with, a steady stream of settlers flowed in. One winter there was a famine. One
which wanders about by the ocean, living on shell-fish, and moving from beach to beach in canoes of their own building, or rather hollowing. If they are caught in bad weather, the men are said to have no hesitation in " lightening the ship " by throwing their wives and children overboard. When food H short, the old women are eliminated from the food list by strangulation. An Indian who was told by a white man that such a practice was abominable, especially when they kept their dogs
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